THE REFINING AND PARTING OF GOLD BULLION.             485
^ The supporting rods are made of f-inch steel, and are covered with Hard rubber tubes, the ends of which are plugged with hard rubber The current is carried by strips of gold or of fine silver & inch thick, which run along the top of the rubber-covered rods. The cells are connected up in series. 1 lie anodes are suspended by a gold or silver hook (see below, p. 488) slipped through the hole in the end and immersed, almost up to the hook in the electrolyte. The cells are kept at 60° by a sand bath placed on an electric heater. I he cells are placed in a lead-lined wooden tank, which is enclosed with glass sliding panels and covered with a hood, which has an outlet into the air through the roof, so that the acid fumes do not get into the room.
" The current is divided by splitting the leads from the dynamo and
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Fig. 203.—Gold Cells, Ottawa Mint.
commoting to the copper rod, at each end of the bank of cells, in two places, HO thai; the distribution through the cells is as even as possible. In the centre of the cell a hard rubber propeller or stirrer revolves at about 350 revolutions u minute, so that it draws the liquid up. The current is divided between the II anodes, which are arranged in four rows, with a space in the middle to allow room for the stirrer. There are also 11 cathodes. Fig. 203 is from a photograph showing four cells set up in series in the above manner. The leads from the dynamo are connected to the two copper rods above the cells, one positive, the other negative, running the whole length of the cells. The cells are shown uncovered, but they are now boxed in. There are 18 cells set up in series, but 6 cells are generally out of use for cleaning purposes.

